L UNIVERSITN ‘anc caer LIBRARY 
ety & "90. PACIFIC LUTHERAN 
HOTA | THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


ANSGAR LuTheRAN 


¥YILAIIIASAI SII ISAS ISAS IIA IIIA IIA IIIA SII I IIE. IIIAIIIIIAIIII IIH IHC 


. 4 


~2» 


Wo Eterttaettanttenttenttetteatteatteategnteyneeynenyateyteptteattgntenyntnyyteytteattgntegntnyateytteantgnteyntnanttnynnnynteptteette nt 


" 


ity TAKE AMAA FAAACTDAAK DAMA [DAKX DAAAL TAAAG LDAAX TBAAZ [DAAL DAAAX TAAL DALAL [AAG LAAAL [BANG LUMAL DAAC [BAA 
ntti 


NOON ON ONO N ON SONOS O NO NO NO NO NO NO NO SO SO OS 


SIVELY NYU YY WIN CL ITLL NILMYYLL YY ITT MNITL ITM TIMID ITIUIYIONITLYYIUIO NLL NTN LNTT 


IA SA AS, 


reyntyanny tty yte gee teyttenne tent atente nee tettgnte anette atte tty 
YUU NLU UN Leu Nur) 


a, 


NYY 


recreate ne ran nen antennae nem D 


' 
é 


ae 


( 


il 


= 


iY) 


3 
; 
: 


Blair, Nebraska, November 22, 1954 Number 47 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


News and Notes 


We are sorry that we spoke out of 
turn in our editorial October 25th per- 
taining to our Seminary. In our recent 
attendance of the Joint Union Commit- 
tee meeting at Minneapolis, Minn., we 
had these points emphasized that there 
will be no pre-determination as to any 
institution’s future in the new church. 
When we wrote our comments we had 
the best interest of both the faculty and 
the seminary in mind. But this shows 
how wrong you can be. 

Read the statement below by Pastor 
Alvin Petersen. 


RELATIVE TO TRINITY SEMINARY 
A Statement by the Chairman of the 
Board of Education 


United Evangelical Lutheran Church 


The Board of Education appreciates 
the positive and constructive reply 
made by the Seminary Faculty to the 
recent editorial appearing in the Octo- 
ber 25th issue of The Ansgar Lutheran. 
The Board endorses in principle the 
content of this statement. 

The members of the Board of Edu- 
cation are quite aware of some of the 
problems which confront the merging 
churches, especially in the field of 
higher education. The Board of Edu- 
cation is keeping abreast, as best it can, 
of the merger developments as they 
will affect our institutions, Dana Col- 
lege and Trinity Seminary. So far no 
mandate has been given to the Board, 
either from the United Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church or its Church Council, 
or by the Union Committee to draw up 
plans for the future and place of our 
schools in the “merged” church. 

Therefore, 1) Whatever the fate or 
future of our Seminary in the merged 
Church, the Board of Education will 
continue to strengthen the Seminary 
and to improve its facilities and to en- 
courage the faculty members by pro- 
viding opportunity for graduate study, 
so that they may better serve our 
Church in this most important trust of 
training men for the ministry. 

2) The Board of Education encour- 
ages students of our Synod to take 
their training at our Seminary and so- 
licits their maximum loyalty. 

The members of the Board of Edu- 
cation are open at all times to con- 
structive suggestions that will help the 
Board in carrying out its responsibility 
to the Synod in the field of higher edu- 
cation. We do not believe, however, 


that itis‘apart of wisdom to indulge in 
speculative editorializing or disseminat- 
ing “off the cuff’ opinions, especially 
in matters which affect the very struc- 
ture and future of our church, 

—Alvin M. Petersen 


Fremont, Nebraska, Pastor Archie L. 
Madsen. A campaign to raise $100,000 
for a new church has just been success- 
fully concluded. The Wells organiza- 
tion conducted the campaign. 

The newly built Lutheran Parsonage 
at Brush, Colo., was dedicated Sunday, 
Nov. 14. 55th anniversary services were 
also held that day. Pastor Archie Mad- 
sen of Fremont, Nebraska was guest 
speaker. The present pastor is the Rev. 
Jerrold Elling. 


NOTICE TO LUTHERAN 4-H’ERS 

Special plans are being made for Lu- 
theran 4-H’ers who will be attending 
the National 4-H Club Congress at the 
Conrad Hilton Hotel in Chicago from 
November 28 to December 2, according 
to an announcement by the Rev. E. W. 
Mueller, secretary of the Lutheran God- 
Home-Country Award Committee. Co- 
operating in arrangements for the Lu- 
theran youth are the Committee and 
the Lutheran Council of Greater Chi- 
cago. 

Most 4-H members are expected to 
arrive on the Friday or Saturday pre- 
ceding the Congress, and the Lutheran 
4-H’ers will have an opportunity to go 
as a group to a Lutheran Church for 
Sunday Worship services. Club mem- 
‘bers are asked to visit the Award Com- 
mittee’s special headquarters on Satur- 
day, November 27, to get further in- 
formation about the worship services. 
Literature about the God-Home-Coun- 
try Award will also be distributed 
there, 

Those attending can locate Lutheran 
headquarters by inquiring at the main 
convention desk at the Conrad Hilton 
or by calling Pastor Mueller’s office, 
WA-bash 2-2482, 


Minneapolis Seems Favored 
As Site for LWF Assembly 

New York—Selection of the site of 
the Third Assembly of the Lutheran 
World Federation, to be held in the 
United States in 1957, has been defer- 
red until April of next year by the ex- 
ecutive committee of the National Lu- 
theran Council. 

After discussion of the subject at a 


a) 
‘November 22, 1), 


| 
1 
4 W 
recent meeting in Chicago, the coms r 
tee decided to postpone action wW 
further information is available on |, 
character and scope of the Assemkj, 
It is expected that details will be for}, 
coming from the annual meeting of i, 
LWF’s executive committee in Vie i 
Austria, next February. 7, 
Judging from comments of comny, 
tee members during consideration | 
the question, the choice of a state # 
the assembly has been narrowed dof’ 
to three possibilities, Minneapof 
Minn., Philadelphia, Pa., and Puréf? 
University at West Lafayette, Ind., Nv 
sentiment seeming to favor Minneapo} f 
In expressing their views, sevef 
committee members stressed the hoy 
that both the size and the program } i 
the Assembly would be limited, wi! 
only a few public sessions scheduled, 
order that most of the ten-day meet \ 
could be devoted to the federatiof 
problems and responsibilities. a 
It seemed the consensus that attery’ 
ance at the Assembly should be held!’ 
1,000 persons, half delegates and hf 
consultants, with few, if any, gene# 
visitors, except for one or two spec 
programs or rallies. No attempt shou! 
be made, it was felt, to rival the rece 


Second Assembly of the World Coun} 


. of Churches as a spectacle. 


Lutheran Leader Condemns ; 
Church Bingo 4 
Youngstown, O.—Dr. Paul C. Emg 
of New York, executive director of 4] 
National Lutheran Council, condemn 
church bingo and raffles in the cour 
of a Festival of Faith address here 
“The typical believer believes he} 
being religious and that he is doingf 
good work when he supports raffl} 
and bingo,’ Dr. Empie said. But ]} 
charged that the practice is undermy 
ing churches by encouraging the gar} 
bling instinct of “get something fi 
nothing.” 4 
“We can’t buy goodwill,” he sa 
“we can’t bribe God, and we cat 
bribe nations,” 
The Lutheran director spoke to moi 
than 2,500 persons at 


w 
b 


} 

the festi d 
sponsored jointly by the Lutheran | 
tors’ Conference here and the Young} 
town Council of Churches. | 
Dr. Empie’s main theme was that tf 
issues of the Reformation still ext 
and they are: justification by fal 
alone; authority of the Scriptures; 
the universal priesthood of believers 
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itorials and Comments 


THE MERGER 


uesday, Nov. 9, the merger committee met at Minneapo- 
Minn. Reports were heard about the vote on the merger 
the four synodical conventions the past summer. The votes 
been almost unanimous in every case, except for the Lu- 
ran Free Church which will vote next year. Now the joint 
ion Committee met to begin to work on the constitution 
the new church, the charter, and the articles of union. 
pst of the day was spent on the calendar. This means the 
signment of work and the time it is to be completed. 1955 
Il be a very busy year. By the end of that year these mat- 
rs should be settled. 
Now officers of the merger committee were elected. During 
: four previous years Dr. Hans C. Jersild has been the 
airman. He has done a fine job. It was natural, perhaps, 
at he should be chairman during the years that the United 
stimony of Faith and Life and the Report on Policy should 
‘worked out because our synod presented the original reso- 
lions on the merger. These problems have now been passed 
the respective synods, and we enter into a new problem, 
at of deciding on articles of union, which involves a num- 
c of practical matters. Therefore it was decided that no 
nodical president should be chairman of the Joint Union 
mmmittee. This gives the presidents greater opportunity to 
sak in behalf of their own synods. Dr. Tillman M. Sogge 
.s elected chairman of the committee. He is a layman, pro- 
ssor at St. Olaf College, Northfield, Minn. Dr. Wm. L. 
rung, a layman of the A.L.C., was re-elected secretary. 
The first meeting of the whole Joint Union Committee was 
for March 29-30. 
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July 5-6-7 the Joint Union Committee will meet with all 
the different boards of the four churches at St. Olaf College, 
Northfield, Minn. 


All we can say about the merger is that we have reached 
the point of no return. We may not have found our landing 
place, but we cannot return. 


Until the Joint Union Committee meets again in March, the 
sub-committee on polity and organization will have a num- 
ber of meetings. Dr. T. O. Burntvedt of the Lutheran Free 
Church is chairman of that committee. The L.F.C. is not yet 
sure of its course in this merger. The other three bodies hope 
that L.F.C. will come in on the same basis as they do. Be 
that as it may, Dr. Burntvedt has ‘been a fine chairman on 
this sub-committee. He has been able to guide the negotia- 
tions in a most friendly manner. He has shown an insight 
into American Lutheranism that is remarkable. The Luther- 
an Free Church is forunate to have such a leader at this cru- 
cial moment. He shows a fine evangelical spirit, which the 
three other churches hope to be able to bring into the new 
church, 


Some 50 years ago, when the spirit of the old country domi- 
nated much of the Lutheran picture in the Middle West, it 
was natural that the Lutheran Free Church should come into 
being. But many of the principles of the Lutheran Free 
Church have now become part of the life of the other Lu- 
therans. So as far as we can see, the L.F.C. can now join the 
rest of us with a good conscience. 


THOUGHTS ON THANKSGIVING 


An Open Letter by Dr. Paul C. Empie 


Executive Director, National Lutheran Council 


‘t is Thanksgiving Day. I have so much to be thankful for— 
t the least being this day at home, to relax and reflect! Yet 
day long the birth-pangs of this letter have given me no 
st! Now it is evening, and I’m on the road again, en route 
-st. Still it’s no use—this letter must be written before I 
n sleep! 
“t began in church this morning, when again I counted my 
“ssings—so many of them!—and asked “why?” It would be 
sy to say “because I deserved them,” but it wouldn’t be 
te, God sends his sun to bless alike the just and the un- 
st, the murderer and benefactor, the Mohammedan, Atheist 
4 Christian. If merit were the basis of heaven—sent pros- 
“ity,—as most think it should be—the laws of nature 
‘uld have to be selective to the point of being scrambled 
most of the time. Yet I’m sure God’s impartiality is not 
jersonal—it’s all a part of His fixed design and purpose. 
ow grateful would I be if I hadn’t so many things to en- 
-2 I don’t know. I can only speculate. But I’m helped by 
servation of others in recent years who had lost every- 
ng, and still praised and trusted God. That deaconness at 
- Russian-ravished orphanage in Slovakia; that Polish 
‘tor in former East Prussia with his two motherless daugh- 
3: that brilliant choir director and teacher with his class 
the refugee barracks in Bavaria; that student from the 
st Zone of Germany who had come to the Berlin Kirchen- 
last July, and had to return to face his totalitarian of- 
als the following week; that aged exiled D.P. bishop who 
ugh jn tiny impoverished quarters, refused to emigrate to 


the comfort of the new world, but preferred to stay until the 
end with the “hard core” remnant of his people for whom 
every door remained shut; and others toonumerous to men- 
tion. The test of their thanks was based not in “things” but 
in “thoughts” infused with an indestructible dynamic faith. 


But that doesn’t answer my question “why?” Is there an 
answer? There must be. Could itibe this, that when our Lord 
related the parable of the Good Samaritan to illustrate the 
fulfillment of the second greatest commandment—“love thy 
neighbor as thyself,” He listed two categories of people, the 
helpers and the helped? That He gives the “helpers” special 
resources only to enable them to fulfill their function? That 
while the circumstances of each category differ vastly, the 
blessings generated through the helper helped relationship, 
flow both ways, each party making a powerful witness in his 
special role? And that the whole framework of Christian ex- 
istence contains a steady balance of those two—and only 
these two—categories, the relationship between which forms 
a channel for the revelation of God’s power and grace? 


If there be any truth in this suggestion, as I think there 
must be, then we have much thinking to do about Thanks- 
giving. May I list a few principles? 

1. The things for which we are thankful are but a means to 

an end. 

2. That end is the demonstration of God’s love through our 

obedient use of His gifts. 
(Continued on page 15) 
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Behind;The Plush Curtain — “a 


By Russell R. Kauffman* 


Condensed from “The Alliance Weekly” 


Winston Churchill a few years ago coined the phrase 
“Behind the Iron Curtain.” It was not long before the 
words were carried to the Far East, and the term “Be- 
hind the Bamboo Curtain” became a familiar one. 


Recently two missionaries were flying home from a 
desolate outpost. For months they had suffered the mis- 
ery of the bitter cold; sometimes they had gone for weeks 
without proper food. Their lonely nights had been spent 
longing for loved ones and wondering what they were 
doing back in America. Now these men were flying 
through another night, but this night, unlike the others, 
was to end in a beautiful day. Silently they sat, for the 
excitement of the near end of their exile made sleep im- 
possible. Suddenly one looked at his watch and remark- 
ed, “We’ve just crossed the ‘Bamboo Curtain,’ and with- 
in a few hours we'll be behind the ‘Plush Curtain.’ ” 


Behind the Plush Curtain—America—men live so dif- 
ferently from the way they do in the lands beyond the 
seas. No one really goes hungry, for food is plentiful. 
There are no lonely nights behind the Plush Curtain, for 
Satan has done his work well. The gay nights are filled 
with mad music, and the bright lights of the city illumi- 
nate the skies, beckoning to all to come and be merry. If 
by chance a man is suddenly jolted into thinking of eterni- 
ty the shock is cushioned by the softness of a thousand 
pleasures, and soon he is whirled into the “plastic dance 
of circumstance” again. 


LUXURY 


[Behind the Plush Curtain gadgets and buttons, two- 
car garages and drive-in banks are all designed to save 
precious hours of time. Clothes are laundered while we 
sleep; dishes are washed while we watch our favorite 
program. But the hours we save are spent in ease, for 
Satan is ever vigilant. 


Behind the Plush Curtain eyes bright with the vision 
of God are blinded by sin with the film of indolence and 
indifference. The heart that once thrilled with the pos- 
sibilities of reaching lost tribes for Christ now beats with 
an organic disorder of lethargy. The missionary speaks, 
sometimes with lost fluency because he has sacrificed the 
words of his mother tongue for the crude-sounding syl- 
lables of a heathen dialect. His voice trembles and in- 
side there is a passion to make known the needs of the 
heathen, but somehow he cannot seem to speak what is 
in his heart. We sit in the pews and glance slyly at our 
watches, for we would conceal our restlessness and de-- 
sire to get home. . 


Behind the Plush Curtain the potential of wealth 
unlimited. I have been wondering these days what wot 
happen if one church in each city across America we 
to catch the vision of reaching men for Christ. What 
every city had one pastor whose heart glowed with 
fire and zeal for the message of missions to which t 
Holy Spirit has given priority? 


UNCONCERN 


Behind the Plush Curtain we have churches wh 
home conventions are strategically placed so that pock 
books are drained before the missionary convention 
held. Offerings for the building program are given p 
eminence over the missionary offerings. We substitt 
extension programs because we have grown cold ino 
love for the souls of men of every tongue. 


Behind the Plush Curtain God’s inevitable laws 
alive today as they were in the days when Dr. Simps 
poured out his heart, staggering beneath the weight 
the whole world. Six hundred million souls who ha 
never heard the name of Jesus wait for the Bread 
Life, and Jesus says, “Give ye them to eat.” 


“But, Master,” comes the answer, “we are so few al 
) ? ? 
they are so many.” 


But God says again, ‘Give ye them to eat,” and so 
few of us go, defying all laws of reason known to natur 
man. We tell our people to give, to give and to forg 
everything but the heathen. A few of us have experien 
ed the thrill and the joy which the disciples had whe 
they went out with the bread and the fishes to feed # 
multitude. The more we break off and give, the more y 
find in our hands. The farther back we travel the mo 
abundant the supply remaining in our hands. God’s la 
in this respect is as immutable as the law of gravity. V 
give, but we still have. They take from us, but we st 
have so much left. 


THE POSSIBILITY 


Can we not have in America one church in each ei 
burning with zeal to reach the ends of the earth fi 
Christ? Would this please God? Would God bless us 
we would lay our churches on the altar and say, “@ 
them, Lord, to feed the multitude beyond the sea?” Wh 
if all selfish desires were laid aside and suddenly ot 
youth could see that we have a message that is practic: 
challenging, all-consuming? It would be a new day fort 


Let us take advantage of our position behind the Plu 
Curtain. 7 


+ ane 
Ww 


rember 22, 1954 


fe fetecoceenbntetetetet retoedsolosleatoeesfeefoefoeleolestoaleaterleeleeleefeeleeieey 


5 


eloelooloolooloeleeleeds oleceeteeteclectoeteeloeleefeetnafeateateateateeleeteeisefeeleclecfecfeoiiofeclecfecfefoefeefoefoefoefoaboabooboabeofeofeobeckececfe 


CHURCH NEWS FROM HERE AND THERE 
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ative pastors in the Belgian Congo, 
ting recently in a “for Africans 
?? conference in Leopoldville, voted 
2commend that Christian leaders in 
African church no longer accept 
Wraditional bride price when their 
shters are given in marriage. 
“his will undoubtedly mean the be- 
ing of a new era when Christian 
will no longer pay francs for their 
2s,’ Margaret Lindquist, Covenant 
Hlonary in the Belgian Congo, re- 
S. 
ae Christian African in the Congo 
now begun this new practice, but 
‘trend has not as yet reached the 
sanant field in the Ubangi bush- 
., Miss Lindquist states. 
Dwever, it will cost the Christian 
wan on the Covenant’s field to take 
step, Miss Lindquist points out. 
tives will make it difficult for the 
sstian. They will sneer, “Why, if 
‘do not get a good price for your 
shter, she must not be any good. 
better the price, the better the 
ehter, is it not so? Does not the 
sive get a share of the price also, 
a tidy sum—goats or chickens-— 
fsach child that is born into the new 
[ly? A son isn’t as much use to his 
r for he will not bring any francs, 
e will get a good price for his 
ly daughter. She is a good woman, 
ounds much corn flour, she plants 
garden, she carries heavy loads 
ood on her head, she goes for water 
and carries the heavy mbeki 
water pot) on her head, not spill- 
drop, and the best yet, she wil 


‘ican Church Leaders Vote to Abandon"Bride Price’ Custom 


bear many children. 
good price!” 

The young women themselves will 
also object. She will cry, “Not to give 
francs, goats and chickens for me. That 
is much shame on me for am I not a 
good woman? And how can I return to 
my father when my husband beats 
me? My father will not want me back 
if he does not get more money when my 
husband comes for me again. Don’t you 
see if my husband is not good to me, he 
will have to pay my father more francs, 
and if I am not a good wife my father 
will punish me or else he must return 
the frances for his worthless daughter.” 

Daniel Tshisungu, a native pastor 
who voted for the recommendation at 
Leopoldville conference, visited the 
Covenant’s field recently and told the 
natives about this new practice, Miss 
Lindquist reports. 


Tshisungu told the natives, ‘This is 
the civilizing time.” He said, “Yes we 
will marry for love, and we will give 
our money to God. ‘We will educate 
our children, our daughters as well as 
our sons. We want to know more about 
the world, we want to buy more things, 
we want more clothes on our naked 
bodies, we want to learn a trade and 
we want to know more about Jesus.” 

The conference which Tshisungu at- 
tended and at which the recommenda- 
tion was passed was the result of a 
recommendation by the Congo Protest- 
ant Council that a. group of leading 
Congo pastors meet to discuss the de- 
velopment of the church of Christ in 
Congo. —Covenant Weekly. 


She is worth a 


hundred thousand people homeless and strange in a 


-eign land: 


ong as great as all the dwellers in one city—my native 


uneapolis, let us say, 


eat as all who live in twenty counties of my home 


e of Minnesota, 


oted, gave freely from their own soil, the soil of their 


efathers, 


s, Poles, Bulgars, and many others 
led now with their small belongings 

‘ustria, herself impoverished, small in power and re- 
irces, looking with unconcealed dismay on visitors, un- 


tited and unwelcome. 


THE UPROOTED 


By Henriette Lund 
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HOW FAR CAN THEY GO? 

Down in Chapel Hill, N. C., the board 
of aldermen of the city have decreed 
that in the new municipal cemetery 
now under construction, racial segre- 
gation shall be carried out—whites and 
Negroes must be buried in separate 
sections. 

Needless to say, the action has re- 
sulted in a strong protest on the part of 
sixteen clergymen of the community, 
who have demanded that at least a por- 
tion of the cemetery shall be designat- 
ed as non-segregated ground. 

The Rev. John D. Riebel, spokesman 
for the pastors, told the aldermen that 
their request represents a compromise 
and that they favored complete non- 
segregation. However, he added, they 
realized that “this is the South, and 
this is 1954.” 

Another letter of protest came to the 
aldermen from Dr. Arthur E. Fink, 
head of the University of North Caro- 
lina School of Social Work, who wrote: 

“Tf we really believed and practiced 
the teachings of Jesus, a matter of this 
kind would be settled in such a way 
that we could feel proud of the support 
of Christian morality and decency. 

“My question is whether the board of 
aldermen have tried to determine what 
their fellow Christians would want 
them to do. Furthermore, if our alder- 
men could be sure of what Christian 
teachings would require of them, might 
it not be well to follow such teach- 
ings?” 

We would only add: How far can 
they go? Will these proud mortals who 
refuse to lie in the same burial ground 


(Continued on page 6) 


This, my friend, we found upon our arrival there 


Our small group, emissaries of the world-wide Lutheran 


Church, 


Sent to help within our limited power to ease the burdens of 


the homeless 


To play a role as Christ, we believe, would have us play it, 


With no thought about the creed or class or rectitude of those 
in need of succor, 


Our band was small, and Austria is only one of many lands 


to harbor homeless, 
The heart of our Church is large and will salvage from the 
wreckage, humans made in God’s image, near destruction 


by man-made wars and ruthlessness. 


6. 
How Far Can They Go? 

(Continued from page 5) 

with their dark-skinned fellow men 
also demand a private compartment in 
heaven—if they get there? 

It is encouraging to know that the 
Church is definitely taking the lead in 
all sections of the country in support- 
ing the Supreme Court decision out- 
lawing segregation in schools. The 
next step must be to create a Christian 
conscience against racial discrimination 
in all its forms. 

—Lutheran Companion. 


Methodists Give Lutherans 
A Church 

St. Charles, Ill.—Members of First 
Methodist church here voted unani- 
mously to give their former church 
and parsonage to a neighboring Luther- 
an congregation. 
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They decided to make an outright 
gift of the $85,000 plant to St. Mark’s 
Lutheran church, a Missouri Synod 
congregation. 

In September, the Methodists dedi- 
cated a new $1,250,000 church, a gift of 
Col. Edward J. Baker of St. Charles, 
86-year-old millionaire hotel owner, 
philanthropist and sportsman. He gave 
the church, along with a generous trust 
fund for its maintenance, as a memorial 
to his late parents, founding members 
of the 117-year-old pioneer Methodist 
congregation. 

The Lutherans, hard-pressed for 
space in an inadequate frame church, 
already had purchased a site for a new 
church when they were informed of the 
gift. 

The gift of a church from one de- 
nomination to another is believed to 
have no precedent, officials of the 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


‘rotal synodical budget $256,668.60 
Previously acknowledged 
Staplehurst, Nebr., 
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churches asserted. | 

Lutherans will move into the forme) 
Methodist edifice, a brick structu 
trimmed with stone built in 1908, a 
soon as legal problems are settled, th’ 
Rev. Wilbur Zielke, the Lutherany 
pastor, said. | 

“Tt was a magnanimous act on th 
part of Col. Baker and The Methodis) 
Church,” Mr. Zielke said. “We deeplh) i 
appre this display of Christiai) 
love.” 

Church leaders believe Col. sake 
memorial is the largest gift of a singly 
person to a single congregation ii 
Methodist history. The new cathedra Tf 
like church occupies a square bloch 
fronting on Main St. 

The Lutherans will sell their olf : 
church and parsonage, using the prof 
ceeds to renovate the former Methoy 
dist building. 


Pen- | 
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Our Foreign Mission Fields 


Edited by Rev. K. R. Jensen, Viborg, South Dakota 


Our Lutheran Witness to Latin Americans 


By Arnfeld C. Morck 


ving often been asked why we should carry on mission- 
work in predominantly Roman Catholic countries, I have 
Osely stated the topic in this way, for I believe that we 
a witness not only in Latin America but also to Latin 
ricans. Thus stated, the theme involves a missionary 
enge, 

e Great Commission of Matthew 28:18-20 knows no 
daries. But there are those who sincerely fear that by 
3 direct missionary work in a “Catholic” couniry we are 
mflict with the principles expressed by the first great 
stian world missionary: “Thus making it my ambition to 
th the Gospel, not where Christ has been named, lest I 
on another man’s foundation” (Rom. 15:20). 
~ me say at the outset that it depends on what we under- 
l by the phrase “where Christ has been named.” It also 
ads greatly upon the nature of the local approach, be it 
:@ Protestants or Catholics. 

A Part of Christendom 
twithnstanding its lamentable distortion of the Gospel, 
=cognize Roman Catholicism as a part of Christendom 
nNence do not rebaptize converts who come to us from 
faith. We discard only that which is in open conflict 
‘the Word of God and all that tends to focus the devo- 
of the ‘believer on things and persons other than Christ. 
‘ile we confess that the church exists where the Gospel 
tly taught and the sacraments are rightly administered, 
‘so admit its existence in the midst of error and apathy 
shout Christendom. The church’s true manifestation is 
in direct proportion to the fidelity with which the great 
ission of Christ is carried out. 
Lutheran will deny that this true manifestation of the 
h exists in so limited a form within the pale of Roman- 
.s to make it extremely difficult for the individual to 
to the true faith in Christ as the only and all-sufficient 
rr of man. We need only think of the difficult and tem- 
us struggle through which Luther passed before find- 
st in the assurance of justification by faith. In that 
le the Reformation has its origin. 
Need for Reformation 

reason for the Reformation is the same reason which 
itates the Evangelical missionary witness in Latin 
-ica today. To deny this need and our responsibility for 
oman Catholic world is to deny that the Reformation 
ustifiable. We need not apologize for the historical as- 
f our existence. We trace our origin clearly and direct- 
k through the ecumenical creeds to the apostolic church 
s Divine Founder. And even in speaking of denomina- 
or the existing divisions within present-day Christen- 
e are about a generation older than the Roman Catho- 
urch. As a denomination, we date from Augsburg, 1530; 
‘oman Catholic Church from Trent, 1545-63. If the Re- 
ition was justifiable inthe sixteenth century, its message 
: only justifiable but urgently needed in the twentieth 
wy when we face not only the errors so tenaciously de- 
at Trent, but also those of the subsequent dogmas, 
ne of which militates against some important phase of 
ith in Christ as Savior and Lord, and consistently di- 
the devotion of the individual from Christ to Mary. 
Trent, Romanism has increasingly become less Chris- 
ind more Marian. This trend is obvious even to the 
L observer of Latin American Romanism. Even in the 


| 


observance of Ascension Day, Corpus Christi, and the Sacred 
Heart, when one would expect that Christ should be the ob- 
ject of honor and devotion, it is Mary who “steals the thun- 
der.” 

Not only in the spiritual but in the social application of the 
Gospel has Romanism proved inadequate in Latin America. 
Iiliteracy, intolerance and injustice exist in proportions that 
are a too eloquent commentary on the four centuries of un- 
impeded Roman Catholic sway in this continent. Let me re- 
fer to a few practical espects of this problem as seen in Co- 
lomlbia: 

Recognized Needs 

With Colombia’s population at about 12,000,000, 2,800,000 
Columbian adults are illiterate, and 1,400,000 of Colombia’s 
2,331,286 children between the ages of 7 and 14 years are not 
in school for lack of facilities to educate them. Only one out 
of every 100 children in the rural areas who start primary 
school reaches the fourth year of instruction. In spite of these 
figures (taken from the May 21, 1954, issue of “El Tiempo,” 
Colombia’s leading daily), 110 Protestant schools remained 
closed on the Colombian mainland. Contrasted with this are 
the Islands of San Andres and Providencia (Colombian ter- 
ritory in the Caribbean) with almost complete literacy in 
spite of more adverse economic circumstances. The inhabi- 
tants are at least 85% Protestant. 

While the Catholic hierarchy here insists that Colombia is 
not a “mission field” (for Protestants), the Colombian gov- 
ernment signs a concordat with the Vatican in which nearly 
three-fourths of the country’s area is designated as “Mission 
Territory” where the Roman Catholic Church enjoys the ex- 
clusive right to educate and where severe restrictions are 
placed upon Protestant worship. This, in spite of the scarcity 
of Roman priests in this area. “For this vast region, 331,000 
square miles, containing 1,064,000 people, there are 200 Ro- 
man Catholic missionary priests. This means that each priest 
must oversee an area of 1,660 square miles of difficult terrain 
in which there lives an average of 5,323 persons” (CEDEC 
Bulletin No. 12, Nov. 30, 1953). 

Religious Intolerance 

It should be borne in mind that the concordat and the cleri- 
cal formula on religious tolerance, as accepted by a vote of 
eight against six in the committee on constitutional studies, 
stand in sharp conflict with the declarations of religious 
liberty of the United Nations and the Organization of Ameri- 
can States, both of which are subscribed to by Colombia. This 
discrepancy is explained by the official Roman Catholic posi- 
tion on religious liberty; namely, that of accepting religious 
liberty according to Protestant principles where Catholics are 
a minority and of denying the same freedom according to 
Catholic principles where Protestants are a minority. 

While Lutherans in Germany open their churches and 
homes to Catholic pilgrims at a religious rally, 43 Protestant 
churches and chapels in Colombia are laid in ruins by priest- 
incited mobs, and 52 Colombian Protestants die as martyrs. 

Luis E. Nieto Caballero, outstanding Colombian writer, con- 
cludes his recent powerful appeal for religious liberty with 
the following words: “Twenty thousand Protestants in a 
country of twelve million Catholics ask to be allowed to live 
in peace, to worship the Creator as they understand Him, 
with the singing of their psalms, with the reading of the 

(Continued on page 15) 
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A Feather in Your Hat l. 


By Edmund E. Train 1 


The point is this: he who sows sparingly will also reap . 
sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap | 


bountifully. 


I would be greatly embarrassed if I as a person found 
it necessary to ask you to give me a contribution. But I 
am not embarrassed to ask something of you in the name 
of Christ and his church. My Lord’s kingdom is worthy 
of everything that men can give it. As the Lord’s mes- 
senger, and as your minister, I have something to ask of 
you. I do not ask you to give to one who gives nothing 
in return. As a matter of fact, I ask you to give out of 
a sense of obligation, for you are indebted to the church. 

If you'll put your ear to the ground, you will hear 
much complaining about the church: how it has failed to 
keep abreast of the times; that it has done little for its 
young people; how it has failed to minister to the needy; 
that it has neglected an individual here and there. But 
most of this can be consigned to petty criticism! The 
truth is that you and I are deeply in debt to the church, 
which has mothered us in the faith. Let us reflect upon 
the ways. 


It has given us a sense of community. 

Out of the great concourse of life the individual must 
find a smaller community of which he is a part. The 
church has provided for us such a community of friends, 
a people of “like precious faith.” Here we are trusted. 
Here we share our burdens. Here our hearts are blended 
as one in hymns of praise and supplication. 

Samuel J. Stone, who has written the words to the 
hymn, “The Church’s One Foundation,” refers beautiful- 
ly to the church as the bride of Christ, (as does the New 
Testament) and thereafter speaks of the church in the 
feminine gender: 

Elect from every nation; yet one o’er all the earth, 

Her charter of salvation, one Lord, one faith, one birth; 

One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food; 

And to one hope she presses, with ev’ry grace endued. 
She, the creation of God, has been ordained to give you 
spiritual birth. 


She ministers the grace of God. 


She has given you an atmosphere for spiritual growth 
from earliest youth. To her God has committed his gos- 
pel— and in turn she has taught it to you. Through her 
ministers and teachers you have been instructed. 
Through the sacraments you have received heavenly 
grace. In hours of grief, illness, and solitude you have 
found solace in her arms. Yes, you have found her con- 
stant, 365 days in the year. 

But, like a human mother, she has her faults and im- 
perfections. Then, just as to a human mother in her weak- 
nesses, you give even greater devotion, so you give to 
the church, with the failures of her humanity. 


—II Cor. 9:6-10 (R.S.V.) | q 
f 


| i, 


Then, asa TNE, I ask in her behalf for your time) 
It takes someone’s time to make the church successfull : 
We may entertain beautiful thoughts of her: a congre: 
gation well dressed and comfortably seated on Sunday. 
ora. But even a single service of worship does no} 
“just happen.” The preacher (contrary to the belief oj}: 
many) has struggled for hours with himself and thi)! 
message. Sunday school teachers have labored ovehi: 
difficult lessons so as to instruct their pupils. The choih( 
blesses our worship with song, not out of monetary iy 
spiration, but only after hours of painstaking prepa: 
ation. 


Time is a scarce commodity. Priorities on time usuall 
go as follows: First place to one’s employer, then to thd hy 
up-keep of one’s home; the balance of time must be dil, 
vided among many interests such as the church, coml, 
munity service, hobbies, recreation, school activities! . 
clubs, and social calls. In the shuffle the church all tod, 
often takes a place close to the bottom! How do I know4, 
Because so often I have heard: “Sorry, Pastor, I don’ i 
have time.” | 

I am not minimizing the legitimate demand upor 
people’s time, but I am distressed that people have no} 
placed a higher priority upon time spent in the Lord’, 
work. I we are going to save the church in this crucia}. 
hour, we must sacrifice some of our time— time to ath 
tend church services and time for attending to the offices 
of the church’s work. F 


Secondly, I ask you to give of your means. if 


} 


Someone looks a little bit wan, and asks, “Does thai) 
mean money?” Yes, that is precisely what it means. Of 
course, not many of us can afford to be careless with out 
money. It represents the work of our hands; it is oun 
livelihood. Therefore, we are careful to use it only when 
it brings direct benefit to us, or when our contribution! 
is to a worthy cause. t 


NI. 


In some areas of living, however, we feel quite free with 
our means. As long as we do not jeopardize our living 
we may at times spend freely for pleasure. Our gener 

osity, too, follows our moods, so that we make contribu 
tions when it is attractive to do so. Sometimes only @ 
feather in one’s hat will do the trick. Where the chung 
is concerned memorial gifts are the easiest contributions 
to make! 


t 
i: 
} 


The Lord’s call to stewardship is a call to responsi 
bility. It cannot depend upon our moods nor upon flat: 
tery. It is a clear call to a devoted and intelligent giving 
The church today requires more in dollars for its sup* 


| 
| 
i 
1 
4 


i 


rt than it did a few years ago. Yet some people have 
ver considered increasing their gifts. Salary raises and 
muses, seemingly, have not been taken as a call to in- 
eased stewardship! All too many people of average 
ans place a dollar or less in the offering each Sunday 
nd nothing if they are absent.) How does our Chris- 
Is conscience permit us to do this? 


|} You cannot buy your way into the Lord’s favor or in- 
the good graces of the church. “Behold, to obey is 
+tter than sacrifice.” (I Sam. 15:22) The Lord wants 
pu. He wants your heart, your faith, your love, your 
pedience. Anything else is meaningless until you yield 
pur heart to him. 


Do not misunderstand what the Lord is asking of you. 


It is told that there was found in the papers of Thomas 
arclay after his death a form of solemn commitment, 
rst signed on his 16th birthday while he was a student 
Glasgow University. It reads in part as follows: 


-The annual convention of 1954 for the Illinois District 
the U.E.L.C. was held from Sept. 16-19 at the Atone- 
ment Lutheran Church in Chicago, Illinois. The conven- 
on in this district is particularly edifying in view of the 
t that member churches are widely scattered through- 
four states. This convention offered much inspiration 
d help to give a new impetus for the work of the 
urch for the year. 

[The convention was marked by a number of inspiring 
messages. The convention began on Thursday evening 
th a sermon by Pastor Axel M. Andersen, the District 
resident on “Our Need for a Crucial Day.” This was 
lowed by the formal opening of the convention by the 
resident. On Friday morning Pastor Christian Bertel- 
conducted the devotion with a meditation on the 
tiraculous Draught of Fishes. 

A fine feature of the convention was the discussion 
kssions. On Friday morning Pastor F. C. M. Hansen 
rade a fine presentation of the topic “Evangelism Made 
fective in the Local Congregation through Preaching, 
saching, and Reaching” which was discussed in a 
rarching way by the convention. In the afternoon an- 
ther topic was presented by Pastor Henry M. Hansen, 
Dur Sunday School Organization and Materials.” There 
as a comparison and evaluation of various types of Sun- 
y School materials together with a discussion of pro- 
Iams faced by our Sunday Schools. These discussions 
td much to give delegates and visitors a feeling of par- 
tipation in the convention. 

On Friday evening the Women’s Missionary Society 
sesented an especially interesting program with Mr. 
nshi Tudu of the Santal Mission as the principal 
weaker. He held the convention spellbound with his 
Salistic description of life in India and the special need 
Christian mission work there. 


JOn Saturday morning delegates gathered for a Holy 


“This day do I, with the utmost solemnity, surrend- 
er myself to thee, O God. I renounce all former lords 
that have had dominion over me; and I consecrate to 
thee all that I am and all that I have: the faculties of 
my mind, the members of my body, my worldly pos- 
sessions, my time, and my influence over others—all 
to be used entirely for thy glory, and resolutely em- 
ployed in obedience to thy commands, as long as thou 
continuest me in life.” 


The signature on this document had been repeated, on 
every birthday, between the ages of sixteen and eighty- 
five years. Since his marriage it had also been signed 
each year by his wife. 


I ask you to search your own heart. Promise the Lord 
your life. Promise him obedience. He will not ask you 
for more than you can give. But do not withhold any- 
thing that he asks of you. This is to sow bountiully. 


—Covenant Weekly. 


Illinois District Convention 


By Edward Eskildsen 


Communion service. Pastor Eugene LeVine delivered a 
fine sermon on the theme, “Every Man Is Tempted.” In 
the evening there was an evangelistic service with an 
earnest appeal by the preacher of the evening, Pastor 
Oscar E. Johnson, for giving first loyalty to Christ. Ser- 
vices on Sunday began with a Sunday School service for 
which Pastor Edward Eskildsen and Mr. Munshi Tudu 
were speakers. At 10:30 a.m. there was the morning wor- 
ship service with Pastor Leo H. Andersen delivering an 
inspiring sermon. At this service an offering was taken 
for the District. In the afternoon the convention ended 
with a sermon by Pastor L. M. Nielsen and the official 
closing of the convention by the District President. 


Though there was not a great deal of business to be 
passed by the convention this year, a number of import- 
ant matters were discussed. Election results were as fol- 
lows: Pastor Christian Bertelsen was re-elected Secre- 
tary of the District. Mr. Walter Junker and Mr. James 
Beck were elected auditors, and Mr. Edwin Jorgensen 
was elected representative of the District on the Bible 
Camp Board. 


The treasurer made a financial report with the an- 
nouncement that all member churches of the district had 
met or exceeded their quota for the year. A report was 
made for the Pleasant Hill Bible Camp Association by 
Pastor LeVine who made an appeal for support of the 
Bible Camp and especially for meeting our part of the 
obligation in building a new dormitory for which the II- 
linois District had agreed to pay for labor while the 
Augustana Synod furnish the materials. It was decided 
to support the Bible Camp with $1000 for the year. The 
constitution of the Bible Camp was discussed with the 
recommendations that it be altered to ensure that control 
of the Bible Camp remain in the hands of the U.E.L.C. 


(Concluded on page 13) 
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TO OUR LEAGUERS 


Dear Leaguers, 


This letter is to inform you of the new plan concern- 
ing the Christmas Chimes for 1954. In the past two years 
The Luther League has lost $1,500 on the Chimes. In 
view of the situation the Executive Committee has work- 
ed out a new plan whereby The Luther League can 
erase most of the debt incurred. 


1. This year we are going to print only 5,000 copies of 
the Chimes. It was noticed in the past that approxi- 
mately the same amount was sold regardless of the 
number printed. This is the reason for printing the 
above number. 


2. In previous years discounts had been offered to Lea- 
gues selling the most Chimes. This will be discon+ 
tinued for two very good reasons: a.) While this 
system motivated many to sell the Chimes, it is not 
the right motive. The motive in selling Christmas 
Chimes is to place good Christian reading material 
into the homes to enrich the Christmas season. b.) 
When the National Lutheran League gives discounts 
to local leagues, we are in essence giving ourselves 
a discount on a project which every league should 
support wholeheartedly. 


3. No copies of the Chimes will be returnable. In the 
past two years almost 1,000 copies of the total print- 
ed were left over. This causes us to lose money on 
the Chimes. 


4, The last point is where the district presidents fit in- 
to the new plan. The Executive Committee thought 
it good to have the competition on a district basis. 
We would like each district to be responsible for 
promotional rewards to the league that sells the 
most Chimes. Each district is entitled to form their 
own prize. However, we suggest that the prize be 
an inexpensive travelling trophy which would travel 
from one winning league to another. Then if one 
league has won it three times the league has the 
privilege to keep it. This will cost the district almost 
nothing and save the national treasury many dollars. 


This plan is outlined to give the right motivation in 
selling the Chimes and also to help erase the big debt 
which we have. I hope this plan will be satisfactory to 
you and that you will support it. More information will 
be coming your way soon. 


Sincerely in Him, 
Donald Olsen 
IV Press =Natietaie 
Chimes Promotion 
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JIM THOMSEN WINS WISCONSIN DISTRICT 
LUTHER LEAGUE SCHOLARSHIP 
Jim Thomsen, 


J. Harry Thomsen, 


Denmark, 


consin. 
tive interest in church — 


was president of the Lu-_ 
ther League at Den-— 


from both his brother Mark and his sister Carol, who — 


attended there, and his own observations when out there | 


on visits. 


This year he was awarded the Wisconsin District Lu- } 


ther League Scholarship. Congratulations, Jim! ; 
Jim loves athletics and in High School as well as at 


College has been playing first string in football and — 


basketball, as quarterback and forward respectively. 
As his brother Mark, Jim has decided on full time 


service for his Lord, probably as pastor, doctor, mission-_ | 


ary or teacher of religion. 


ATLANTIC DISTRICT LUTHER LEAGUE 
CONVENTION 


The Atlantic District Luther League Convention for 3 
1954 was held September 2-5, in conjunction with the © 
Atlantic District Convention at Falmouth, Maine. There — 


were some thirty young people present, including our 
friends from Canada. The theme chosen for the conven-. 
tion was, “You Shall Be My Witnesses.” This theme was 


carried out by each of our speakers, especially in each — 
evening inspirational service. We were very pleased to 
have with us during the convention Pastor Theodore — 
Maakestad of the Lutheran Bible Institute who led the — 
young people in Bible study each morning. The young ~ 


people also discussed how to better their own league. 
Friday afternoon all the young people drove out to one 
of the famous lighthouses found in New England. There 
we had a shell hunt along the rocky shore. 
afternoon the young people took a lectured sail out in 
Historic Casco Bay. On this sail we passed an old fort 
built during the time of the Civil War. The sail was im- 
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Homer Larsen, Editor} 


the } 
son of Pastor and Mrs. § 
| 
Wisconsin, f 
was born at Luck, Wis. | 
and received his grade ¥ 


sin and Denmark, Wis- } 

Jim has taken an ac- . 
work and for a time } 
mark. Without hesita- | 


tion Jim chose Dana | 
college, partly because of the sincere recommendations — 


Saturday | 


‘a dies te eee te) ti el 


ive as one could look in to the mainland and see the 
uty of the trees in the distance. 
aturday night after the service we had a wiener roast 
ack of the parsonage and we sang choruses about the 


e climax for our Luther League Convention was 
day afternoon as the service was conducted by the 
ng people with Pastor Maakestad as guest speaker. 

t was agreed that the convention for 1955 would be 
id in Salmonhurst, Canada. 

any of our Atlantic District Luther Leaguers had 
© opportunity to attend Bible Camp during the week of 
ily 4 at Lake Winnipesaukee, New Hampshire. Camp 
nni is sponsored by the Atlantic District and the Lu- 
ran Bible Institute. This year the camp was divided 
»0 three groups: the children’s, the Hi-Leaguers, and 
2 adult group. The group called the Hi-Leaguers of- 
ed a most interesting program for our young people. 
stor L. Henry Nielsen, a teacher at the Lutheran Bible 
stitute, led the first class in a study of Bible Characters, 
lich was very instructive and helpful. The second class 
ts alternately led by Pastor and Mrs. Clarence T. Nel- 
a of the Augustana Lutheran Church in Washington, 
-C., who spoke on the theme of the Christian Home. 
2 felt very privileged to hear the Nelsons, as they have 
much in demand for speaking engagements. From 
t class we saw what a great influence the Christian 
e has, in the everyday witness it bears. 

e afternoons were spent in recreation, such as swim- 
mg, soft ball, hikes, and the like. After supper was the 
“prise hour, which consisted of a Galilean service 
at the lake shore, seeing slides of the Nelsons’ trip 
he Holy Land, and many other things. Following this 
» young people had “Fireside Chats” each evening, led 
Pastor Eric Christensen of Toronto, Canada. 

e final night at Winni climaxed the whole week, as 
-ery impressive candlelight consecration service closed 
mountain-top experience of getting into the Word. 


NEBRASKA DISTRICT LUTHER LEAGUE © 
HOLDS CONVENTION 

e Nebraska District Luther League met in conven- 
at Bethany Lutheran Church near Ruskin on Octo- 
- 28-30, with the theme “Rejoice, the Lord is King.” 
Dur National Luther League Youth Director, Pastor 
»orge Robertson, brought the messages on Thursday 
!ning, Friday evening and twice on Saturday morning. 
Saturday morning at 8:30 we met in the church par- 
bs of the Bethany Lutheran Church for a breakfast 
th a program planned by the local league. At the 
sakfast Pastor Robertson spoke on “Trained and Equip- 
to Win.” The convention closed on Saturday morn- 
- with a communion service at which Pastor Robert- 
1 spoke on “Guests of the King.” A feature of the Fri- 
afternoon program was a discussion period, with a 
‘ision into four groups each led by leaguers. The topic 
“Tow can a Christian Get more Out of His Bible.” 
\Mowing a period of discussion each group reported 
kek to the whole group their findings and summaries. 
kstor James Olsen was in charge of this discussion 


*iod. 


Before the business session of Friday morning, Pastor 
Jerrold Elling led in a devotional period. At the business 
session a change in the constitution proposed at last 
year’s convention was voted upon favorably. This allows 
each league a delegate per 10 leaguers rather than per 
25 as previously. At the election on Friday afternoon 
Pastor Eugene Wekander was reelected president; Miss 
Frances Mason of Fremont was elected secretary; Pas- 
tor James Olsen was reelected to the Bible Camp Com- 
mittee; and Pastor Virgil Anderson was elected to fill 
the unexpired term of Vice President Clarence Lund. 
Other officers of the district Luther League are Merete 
Nielsen at Dana College, treasurer, and D’Arlene Morton 
of Blair, leaguer member of the Bible Camp Board. 

We rejoiced in our convention because of the blessing 
of God through both Word and Sacrament. We enjoyed 
the fine hospitality of Bethany Lutheran Church and its 
pastor and wife, Pastor and Mrs. Immanuel Petersen. 

We looked forward to God’s continued blessing of our 
youth work in the Nebraska District and plan to meet in 
convention next year, God willing, at First Lutheran 
Church in Fremont. 


WISCONSIN DISTRICT LUTHER LEAGUE REPORT 
By Paul G. Rasmussen Jr. 


The 39th Annual Convention of the Wisconsin Dis- 
trict Luther League was held at the Immanuel Luther- 
an Church of Racine, Wisconsin, Nov. 4-6. It was a fine, 
spirited convention and we are thankful to Pastor Cor- 
nelius Hansen and host Leaguers for making our stay so 
pleasant and interesting. It was a well-attended conven- 
tion too, with about 60 Leaguers registered and about 
ten pastors present at the sessions. The convention was 
officially opened by the League President, Pastor Robert 
Berthelsen of Milwaukee, who welcomed the Leaguers 
and expressed the hope that we would have a good and 
blessed time. The theme of the devotional part of the con- 
vention centered in the thought: REJOICE IN THE 
LORD, and we learned that only a Christian can really 
rejoice. Pastor Roland Hansen, Brooklyn, Wis., preached 
the opening sermon Thursday evening on the subject: 
Christian Joy. Following the opening service, a “mixer” 
was held in the church parlors during which we had a 
chance to rénew old acquaintances from former conven- 
tions and make new friends. 

The following morning we had an inspiring Bible 
Study on First John emphasizing the theme: JOY COM- 
PLETE. This study was led by Pastor L. M. Andersen, 
Racine, Wisconsin. He showed how true Christian joy is 
complete in God’s light and Word, which guides us in 
thinking straight. Our joy is complete, he said, because 
we have the assurance of God’s love for unworthy sin- 
ners manifested in the Living Christ. 

Pastor LeRoy Anderson, Pewaukee, Wis., spoke in be- 
half of the National Luther League, reviewing the vari- 
ous aspects of the National League’s work and projects, 
such as Chrismas Chimes, One Magazine, and our mis- 
sion projects in South America and Japan. He also urged, 

(Continued on page 15) 
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GRATITUDE 


“Do you give thanks for this?—or that?” No, God be 


thanked 
I am not grateful 


In that cold, calculating way, with blessings ranked 
As one, two, three, and four—that would be hateful. 


I only know that every day brings good above 


My poor deserving; 


I only feel that in the road of life true love 
Is leading me along and never swerving. 


Whatever gifts and mercies to my lot may fall, 


I would not measure 


As worth a certain price in praise, or great or small; 
But take and use them all with simple pleasure. 


For when we gladly eat our daily bread, we bless _ 


The hand that feeds us; 


And when we tread the road of life in cheerfulness, 
Our very heartbeats praise the Love that leads us. 


—Henry Van Dyke. 
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HOME FOR THANKSGIVING 
By Alice Musholt 

There comes a day when you have a 
special song in your heart. It’s the day 
you drive through the countryside, 
colored brown and bronze and orange. 

A day when the trees have shed most 
of their leaves and the barren limbs 
stand grotesquely silhouetted against 
the slate-gray sky. When the earth a- 
waits its new winter costume, clothed 
only in symmetrical shocks of ripened 
corn. 

A day when the engine of a train, 
looking like a toy in the distance, 
whistles cheerfully around the blue- 
hazed hill and comes puffing across the 
prairie. 

Its a day when the smoke curls 
eracefully from the chimneys of cottages 
snugly nestled against the ground. 
When the first falling nowflakes form 
dainty white figures patterned prettily 
against the panes. When little brown 
squares along the garden walks are 
reminiscent of past-season’s flowers. 

A day when the fire crackles cheer- 
fully in the fireplace and your puppy 
curls up on the shaggy rug to warm his 
frosty nose. The day you gallop joy- 
fully through the woods on horseback, 
with the fresh, tangy wind blowing 
briskly against your cheeks. 

It’s the day you're glad you put up 
your storm windows. And the day you 
feel proud of the canned fruit and 
vegetables brightly lining your pantry 
shelves. 


It’s the day you don your warm 


woolen clothes and put on your knit 
mittens and scarf. 

It’s the day the little red school- 
house looks so cheerful, hugging the 
winding lane, its walls still decorated 
with the fast fading leaves of fall.The 
day the cheeks of children are red as 
the ripe rosy apples stored away in the 
farmers’ bins. 

The day when the table is filled with 
especially tempting dishes. With turkey 
and dressing, cranberry sauce and 
stuffed celery, with steaming pudding 
and tasty homemade pies. 

The day when you see bright orange 
pumpkins in the field, like buttons 
down a dark brown dress. 

It’s the day when your heart swells 
with gratitude for all these things. 
The day you go “home for Thanks- 
giving.” 

—Selected. 


THANKFUL HENRY 

Matthew Henry, the famous scholar 
was once accosted by thieves and rob- 
bed of his purse. He wrote these words 
in his diary: 

“Let me be thankful; first, because I 
was never robbed before; second, be- 
cause, although they took my purse, 
they did not take my life; third, be- 
cause although they took my all, it was 
not much; and fourth, because it was 
who was robbed, not I who robbed. 

—Church of Ireland Gazette. 


WITNESS 
If a person is a socialist or a com- 
munist I will know it in 24 hours; if he 
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F | 
ig-a member of a labour union I will} 


know it within a few days; but if he is| 
a member of a Christian church it may }, 
be years before I will ever learn of it. ! 

—The Presbyterian Record. 


THE OLD STORY 
When Adam came home late, -Eve nage ‘ 
ged him, “Who 
Have you been with? What woman? 
Don’t tell fibs!” 
Says oa ‘Dear, there is no one but 
you.” 
Eve, unconvinced, begins to count his | 
ribs!” 


MOLDING INFLUENCE 


The steel that has suffered most is” 
the best steel. It has been in the furn- }) 
ace again and again; it has been on the } 
anvil; it has been tight in the jaws of 
the vice; it has felt the teeth of the} 
rasp; it has been heated and hammer- | 
ed and filed until it does not know it- [ 
self, and it comes out a splendid knife. | 
And if men only knew it, what are call- 
ed their “misfortunes” are God’s best }! 
blessings, for they are the molding in- ji 
fluences which give them shapeliness } 
and edge, and durability, and power. } 

—Henry Ward Beecher. }: 


The lady was touched by the tramp’s # 
decrepit appearance. “I think you can — 
use these old trousers,’ she _ said. 
“They're quite good and only need a 
little mending.” 

“That'll be fine, mum,” replied the 
tramp. “T’ll call back in about an hour, © 
and you have them ready then.” ’ 


THANKSGIVING 
Some praise for the sweetness of the © 
earth. 
Sun-splashed or drenched with dew; . 
Its hills, its fields, its quiet country 
lanes— 
I thank him for these, too. 
Some praise him for the energy of life; 
For simple tasks to do; 
For all the bright abandonment of 
health— 
I thank him for these, too. 
Some praise him for the kindly clasp — 
of hands, 
For friendships, tried and true; 
For children’s faces, laughing in the 
light— 
I thank him for these, too. 
But, most, I praise him for a lonely 
hill, 
And One who died for me. 
Sometimes I think my grateful heart _ 
must burst— 
All this—and Calvary. 
—Helen Frazee-Bower. — 
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ILLINOIS DISTRICT CONVENTION 
(From page 9) 

It was decided that all pastors serving within the Il- 
{nois District and belonging to the U.E.L.C., though not 
rving congregations, should receive payment for travel- 
g expenses to the district convention of five cents a 
ile. A vote of thanks was expressed to Pastor Harold 
ndersen, who resigned as Pastor of First Trinity Lu- 
eran Church in Indianapolis to accept a call to a 
J.L.C.A. church in Portland, Indiana, for his services to 
e district. A welcome was extended to Pastor Eskild- 
n, called to be pastor of First Trinity Lutheran Church 
Indianapolis. 


“Now, Teddy,” asked Miss Ames, “‘to 
vhat family does the whale belong?” 


“I don’t know,” replied Teddy. “No- 
(ody in our neighborhood has a whale.” 


WANTED TO BUY 


Used white surplices or youth choir 
bes (not black). Need at least 14— 
es from 8-14. Please write stating 
trice to Mrs. K. Nyegaard, 169 Jeffer- 
n Ave., Oshkosh, Wis. 


MELE EEE ME ECEE EEE EEG EEE LEME LS 


DANSK NYTAAR 


Here is a book for those who 
read Danish. Containing stories, 
articles, interviews, information 
about Denmark, Danes in America 
and many other interesting fea- 
tures, this book makes a wonder- 
ful Christmas gift for Danish 
friends and relatives in the United 
States or Denmark. 

This year’s edition contains 176 
pages with more than one hun- 
dred pictures, some in four colors. 
Last year two editions were com- 
pletely sold out within a few 
weeks, and many late orders 
could not be filled. Order your 
copies now. If you plan to send 
them to Denmark you must do so 
soon. 

ORDER YOUR COPIES NOW 


$1.00 


Postpaid to any country 


Name—. 
Street 


You 
might 1 


How much income can I have at age 65? 
Iflsave $.++++.+-a week, how much guaranteed income can my family have 2 


THIS 18 Y 


Lutheran Brotherhood 


CARL F. GRANRUD, President 


608 Second Avenue South 
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The Northwest Trinity Lutheran Church of Detroit 
made a report of gratifying progress for the year. A re- 
port was made by the Lutheran Home for the Aged in 
Edmore, Mich. with an announcement of improvements 
being made in facilities. Two invitations for the conven- 
tion next year were received from congregations in Clif- 
ton, Il., and Edmore, Mich. The invitation of the Edmore 
congregation was accepted. 


The fine food at the convention was appreciated. The 
efficient and friendly hospitality of the Atonement con- 
gregation in their new church did much to make this 
convention a memorable one. 


.but 
then, 
again! 


You might be able to save enough to provide 
for your family in case you die. You might 
even be able to achieve financial independence 
for your old age—but then again... 


Why not change these “might’s” to certainties 
with a carefully planned LUTHERAN BROTHER- 
HOOD life insurance policy? 


2 


Age 


Zone State 
OW@2 LIFE INSURANCE SOCIETY 


LEGAL RESERVE LIFE INSURANCE 


neapolis 2, Minnesota 


Bh 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


(Continued from page 6) 


TEGUISCR LAAN SOM re vecs cs sresdouscuiess ss seesnes oatndes can Gee SI ee ee 
Fresno, Calif., Gracey Luths Chur chit ake. atecatcceceeeet ances 
Waupaca, Wis., Bethel Ladies Aid of Trinity Luth. Church . 


Denver, Colo., ‘the W.M.S. of First Bethany Luth. Church in memory oft 


Petrina Lund baivsonch'v ous sila de dpaineipeve ru waeetee sauescile te aec me ami ete Mee coepeis een teen centre oi ares tieeratS { 

Racine, Wis., friends in Our Savior’s Luth. Church in memory of ees 

UOT Ot arabe dies sock cots cas heal ale eo ee ee ee 

Shelby, Ia., United Workers in the United Ev. Luth. Church for the Elk 

Horn “Home BA depts othe oe as Area No oe Sea oe ENS eer ANE { 

Atlantic, Ia., St. Paul’s Ladies Aid _for "the Elk _Horn 2 and Oaks Homes... 
4N@) 


SPECIAL MISSIONS 


Budget for 1954-1955 ........ 


TAL | 67137.84 


Total 


Previously acknowledged .... ae places 5 

Wiiatpacae AWissebrinitya Lethe isumd ayans CHOO] sce seme merce ae 30.00 

Cushing, Wis., F'rst Ev. Luth. Sunday School, Cradle Roll Mite | .......... 
BOR SOLLOni Moy etn etn. crcne- arena eettte aan eit chat wash Meee micacoaitaante te Ret eases 


Westbrook, Me., Trinity Luth. Ladies Aid ...... 
Selma, Calif., Mr. and Mrs. Elwood Hougaard and “Mr. ‘and. ‘Mrs. 


Alvin Merrell in memory of Mrs. A. P. Sontum, Petaluma, 
CLEARS hg ae eaccta Bctepinte mens fs Catuy ects ake coh ts Sa nee EGE ORR CIE or Soe ltcin da celestind 
lk Horn, Ia., in memory of C. C. Nelsen for the Parkijuli Mis- 
son roma, Jaree seroup! Of friendster etn cerecnks cers. 


Elk Horn, Ia., in memory of Hans P. Larsen for the Parki- 


Jul MUSston (hom EMiemas: oes. meee eo ace eee nee ce eon ae | 


Minneapolis, Minn., Dr. and Mrs. Silas Andersen 
Coalr.dge, Mont., Emmaus Luth. Sunday School—special proj- 

ect, training a child at school in thle Sudan Mission .......... 
Kenmare, N. Dak., Nazareth Luth. Church, from friends in 

Kenmare in memory of Mrs. Margit Nelson, Woodburn, Ore. 
Council Bluffs, JIa., Mrs. Anna Hansen in memory of Mrs. 

Christinaw VMimJdensen, INGOla., Uamaeeeten se tmeereecinetinaviscenadeenaeseess 
Coulter, Ia., Mr. and Mrs. Howard A. Brown of Nazareth Church 
Parl.er, Calif., Jewish Mission Society, offering at fall meeting 
Chicago, Ill, Frances and Hdwin Jorgensen in memory of Nels 


Ie Wearsen,. 1s climia:, Celt we eee eae seeso een ern, eee ee on ee 2 | 


Underwood. Tas Mrss LeUrak JORG paces ceric ttre coacuen ies wnretceuecintes 
Blair, Nebr., Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Johnson in memory of Pastor 

Phen ry LVCrSener eh. i. asco a eesekeare eee eee hea ecte ang mete carer aeaeem ene ce wand 
Direkson, Alberta, \Can. cthe |SundaiyaySchoole..cmere mises: as.cc- 
Dickson, Alberta, Can., Women’s Missionary Pens for Bona 


FIN GAD, Pea cance seems oat feainy Sos seu elo aE ae ae eters eee eee neat can Mente ere ie i 


Standard, Alberta, Can., Howard Rasmussen 
Dickson, Heckly and Kevisville Sun Gakyens choo mevaillly saree acer... 
Palnouth,) Me... Himmaus: diuth. SundayerS chiooligess.-enere..-- 
Lineoln, Nebr., Our Savior’s Luth. Sunday School for a Bible 

Tefen olf =yeN SCG ae apy Ko fc gee ened eenorence sear aorcceicc 6 Ja denmenenuneaueccnomtcno Suncor ane che 
Fresno, Calif., Mrs. Marie K. Jensen in memory of her husband 

CREE ONGC: sc spuis cere cep meeb aed oat neato w ogee Ses tok deh s cdeeee ates MO eee ce ats 
Neola, Ia., St. Paul’s Luth. Shurch, proceeds from a Garden 

EC SUE VAN ac crcisadin stay hasiseeode Setter tae he roe ene ee eee a ar cece aa een Bo ed cl. 
Harlan sta selimimanwel “Sumday SCROOM met .cc-setete.cs rence ee ee 
Beresford, S. D., the North Circle of Nazareth Luth. Church ..... 
pleepy, Eye, Minn, “Crinitive dratheesladiess eAdGde west t..m.t--eeetieere. 


Minneapols, Minn., Mrs. Alvin Hansen in memory of her par-j 


ents, Mr. and Mrs. Christ Mogensen, Evan, Minn., on her 
mother’s birthday, December 6th 
Norwalk, Calif., Trinity Luth. Church 
Norma, N. D., Norma Junior Mission for support of Astiro in 


thee Sudan Mission O.Sere sete ere ern ec eet enon ene tere 
Fremont, Nebr., Mrs. Elsie Planz, a refund to the Santal Mission 
Brush. Colo: Mir and Mrs. Henry slbitzenber eres... oe..neeeee- «ce 
Tokio, Japan, Pvt. Erland L. Tanderup in memory of Charley 
Hy Petersen; Viborg,. Sih DATO Se eee eee eee 
Graettinger, la., family and friends in memory of John Han- 
Sen eOLmol mat or Lalitha (ChiUCh aoe h ney ac tener meee neem | 


Fremont, Nebr., Rev. and Mrs. A. L. Madsen 
Life Membership for the president of the Pacific District W. 
IM. Si, Mrs: Mary Lundsbers, Los Amgeles  .s.s..s-..cctcsssde.ss 
Waupacs, Wis., Bethel Ladies Aid of Trinity Luth. Church 
Milwaukee, Wis., the W.M.S. of Kingo Luth. Church .................. 
Denver, Colo., the W.M.S. of First Bethany Luth. .Church: $25 
in memory of A. Devold and $25 in memory of Mrs. J. M. 
Thomsen saat Whina ate ccWceeoh clorae heck oR Ree schon aah Rent e L MEO Raa REE eee ci 
Life Membership - ‘for. ‘Miss Cecilia Petersen of Pella lLuth. 
Slohuh cola @) a ake N alke ty wal 25 0) eal eee PER tela ernene tes ain <Gasdcct Bee cadborcrcastasck 
Life Membership for Mrs. Christine Petersen of Dannebrog 
Sibhalslaunatee en Gs sel (We aes ee CR ee wink Myien Mier ibn ty Ben we pe ee 


Beresford, S. Dak., Town Circle of Nazareth Luth. Church 
TOTAL 


LAUNDRY AND EQUIPMENT AT OAKS, OKLA. 


Dana Church 


Total Building Exten- 


Received Fund sion Fd. 


Previously acknowledged 


The Pacific D.strict W.M.S. a Ae ee Tee oe nc. 750.00 


Total $421.00 


Japan 


rasta 83124616 
South 
Amer. Santal 


15500.00. 


iets. 
715 | “e741. 67 16171.96 2667. 3667.78] 641. 12111920, i 


Sudan Jewish China and Fore 
Received Mission Mission M‘ssion Mission Mission Mics‘on L.W.A. Miss 01 
{]16000.00 


November 22, 19! 


10000.00/15000.00 36720.00 “Tt 
J 


30.00 


Received with thanks. 


Blair, 


. al | 
154544.56|| 7923.85] 5008.09| 6202.91] TOLL. a7] 454, a T11.92|27529.17 


Nebr., 


.. |52618.20)| 7558.78] 4835.80] 5428.93| 6660.16] 316.45] 99.42|27415.66] _ 308.1 


November 13, 1954, 


H. J. Hansen, Treasuré 


ovember 22, 1954 


OUR LUTHERAN WITNESS TO LATIN AMERICANS 
(Continued from page 7) 
Jew Testament with the preaching of works of mercy, with 
e recital of the Beatitudes, with something equal to and 
jt times superior to that which is said from the pulpits of 
atholic Churches. . 
“Why don’t we let them? We ought to feel like brothers to 
em, in a Christian sense; or like friends in a republican 
mnd human sense. How frequently, and in how many ways 
ire they not better than we!” (El Tiempo, April 20, 1945.) 
No Attack Against Catholicism 
_ Let it be said onte for all that our message is a positive 
reaching of the Word. We do not attack the Catholic faith 
fom our pulpits, nor do we directly proselyte faithful practic- 
ng Catholics. The great majority of Colombians, even though 


| 


THOUGHTS ON THANKSGIVING 
(Continued from page 3) 


{ 
} 


3. A refusal to share is a denial of faith. 

4. The roles of parties involved in sharing can change—the 
helped may become a helper; the helper may some day 
need help. 

5. It isn’t important which end of the line we’re on; it’s 
only important that we keep the witness of God’s love 
flowing. He eventually will even things up! 

6. There is no end to this process; it is inherent in—and in- 
separable from the practice of Christianity. 

In church this morning we were told that in Lutheran 

orld Action we give to our brethren in Europe knowing 

aat we will never get anything in return. In the context of 


YISCONSIN DISTRICT LUTHER LEAGUE REPORT 
(Continued from page 11) 

& to plan now to attend the Annual Convention of the 
sational Luther League which is to be held in Blair, 
ebraska in the spring. 

Friday afternoon was given over to choir practice for 
1e massed choir, a trip through the famous Johnson 
ax Factory, and a roller skating party. In the evening 
e returned to the church parlors for the Banquet. Pas- 
»r Karl Wilhelmsen, Racine, Wis. presided as_ toast- 
taster, while Pastor LeRoy Andersen brought the main 
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nominal Catholics, are not active in the voluntary practice of 
that faith. Some are definitely anti-Roman. It is especially to- 
ward this indifferent or anti-clerical majority that the Evan- 
gelical message has been directed. 


Nearly a century ago the Presbyterians made their first be- 
ginnings of missionary work in Colombia. Today twenty- 
three different Protestant mission organizations are working 
here, in nearly all parts of the country. 


The CEDEC (Evangelical Federation of Colombia) Census 
Committee reports a Protestant communicant membership of 
12,000, a weekly attendance at religious services of over 
50,000 Colombians and about 750 foreigners. It estimates the 
total Protestant constituency at over 100,000 people. 

—The Missionary. 


the sermon, that is correct. Yet in another sense we receive 
far more than we give! For even as we encourage them with 
generosity, they respond wiith a demonstration of courage, 
sacrifice, patience, and devotion that shames us while it in- 
spires us. Do you undezstand this two-way process of dy- 
namic Christianity and fu fill your part in it? I know that I 
fall far short! 


I, like other Americans, am thankful that I am on the giv- 
ing end of the line. Yet down in my heart I know I shall not 
fully reach Christian maturity and understand the Cross un- 
til I experience being on the receiving end of the line, too. 
Meanwhile, thanksgiving and sharing must go hand inhand! 
Only thus can my share of America’s high standard of living 
become tolerable before God and men. 


message which reminded us again of the all-important 
need to have our full joy in the Lord. Nothing else will 
satisfy. The special music and solo selections were pro- 
vided by local Leaguers. 

The Saturday morning session concluded the Bible 
Study and Business session. Pastor Roland Hansen was 
elected president and Carol Nielsen, Racine, Wis. was 
elected treasurer. The other officers were not up for elec- 
tion. After the noon meal the convention was officially 
closed and we returned home, thanking God for a suc- 
cessful and joyous convention. 
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fmeoin Nebraska 
FORD VAN LINES 

MOVING SERVICE ANYWHERE 


Lecal Agent: MRS. DAN GREENO 
0 EGE HILL, BLAIR, NEBRASKA 


Phone 2727 
tochectecteabecherlvetssirefeeioaisereets leeds rlenlesisets oleetects elects eleels 
Ee feelosfectsotecfectocealealeelocforieeleoleeieeleeleefisfeelseleeeeteeleeteels 

GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 
Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
Blair, Nebraska 
Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 
Bacfochoafoohecforfoaferferfeetecforfooisefoobeeteefectoateofeelecieateafeckeade 


35 WEST 53RD STREET 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 


THE DANISH TRAVEL AGENCY 


Overseas Passenger Bureau, Inc. 


ELSE P. SEHESTED, Gen Mgr. 


Telephones: 
Circle 5-6146-6147 


Reservations for All Ship and Air Lines 
Tours Arranged. Hotel Reservations Made. 
Information Free. All Details Can Be Arranged by Mail 


TRAVEL TO DENMARK 


Perfect Christmas Gifts 


LUTHERAN CHAINS AND 
MEDALLIONS 


Medallions—Design: Lutheran Insignia 
only with I Am A Lutheran on reverse 
side. 
C2-L Silvertone finish, 1” size 25¢ 
SS21-L Sterling Silver, %” size 715¢* 
5S2-L Sterling Silver, 1” size $1.25 
RG2-L-18 Rose gold finish with 


matching 18” chain $1.00* 
Chains 
CH2-L 24” beaded chain. Matches 
C2-L medallion above 35¢ 
1156 18” Silver finish chain with 
clasp 38c* 
1134 24” Silver finish never-end- 
ing chain 45c* 


*Add 10% Jewelry Tax To This Price 
SPECIAL QUANTITY PRICES 
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HEAD OF CHRIST PARCHMENT NOTES—Sallman’s “Hee 
of Christ” along with a Scripture text complements each ¢ 
these notes printed on parchment paper. Sixteen folde 
printed in blue, purple, sepia and green are in each box 
Single fold size 5 x 4 inches. With matching puff envelope 
Price: 65c 7 
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CHRISTMAS NAPKIN ENSEMBLE—High quality pap “ 
napkins in beautiful linen finish with Scripture text. Borde! 
ed in holly and pine the two-color design shows Joseph, Mé 
and the Christ Child. Each box contains 30 luncheon-size an 
30 ma:ching party napkins. Price: $1.00 


BIBLE DOMINOS—A Domino game with a Bible emphasi 
for children four to ten. Seven Biblical designs printed 1 
bright colors on heavy durable board. An inspirational ar 
educational game for the youngsters. Price: $1.00 . 
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ACH te te 
SPECIAL SALE 
CHRISTMAS CARDS 
Here is your chance to make a real 
saving on cards. These are brand 
new cards, although not of our 1954 
line. 
2 boxes for the price of 1 
Regular $1.00 box— 
2 boxes for $1.00 postpaid 
Regular 60c box — 
2 boxes for 60c postpaid 
Regular 30c package— 
2 packages for 30c postpaid 


Bape seee fet 20 pork Lutheran Publishing House 


KIKI III III III IID IIE 200 S. Fifth Street Blair, Nebraska 


Clip, check and mail this ad to us as a coupon. 
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